.0 



office 



What 
1 . 



is claimed is 



In an office furniture arrangement having an 



ce furnitu 



r^^"^ office area tp 



re component which is posit ionable in an 
separate adjacent work areas, said office 



furniture component including a furniture frame and a 
glass panel wtich is supported on said furniture frame 
while permittilng viewing through said glass panel, 
comprising thd improvement wherein said glass panel 
comprises a sheet of glass^def ined by glas s edg es and 
opposite faces! extending between said glass edges, said 
glass panel f u^ther^ including a n edgJ^^rame having edge 



lich extend respectively along said glass 
one of said edge rails including an 

chc • -—' - 



raxl sections 
edges, at leas 

elon gate f ix4 l3gl,cliannel which extends parallel to and 
opens toward said respective glass edge wherein said 
glass edge is received within said respective fixing 
channel, each sakd fixing channel including opposite 
channel walls wh.ch are spaced apart and extend generally 
parallel to said opposite glass faces, said channel walls 
being formed of c. rigid material which permits at least 
one of said channel walls to be resiliently/ deflectable 
upon insertion oi said respective glass edge therein 



while said glass 
contact with sai 
of said channel walls 



edge is in tight-fitting/ gripping 
deflectable channel wala and the other 



2 . The of 
Claim 1, wherein 
include^ a proje 



lice furniture arrangement according to 
each said deflectable channel v^ll>^ 
:;tion proximate a distal end thereof 
wherein said prcpection contacts an opposing one of said 
glass faces . I 

Xr \^'3. The furniture arrangement according to Claim 2, 
wherein sai d pro j ect ion converges to a peak which said 
peak is disposed in direct contact with said respective 
glass edge, said itespective glass edge being disposed in 
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pi' 



i 



compression between sa 



wall and an opposing i 
said channel walls. 



4^ The office 
Claim 3 , wherein at 1 
coated with a coating 



furniture arrangement according to 
4ast one of said edge rails is 
material . 



The office 
Claim 4 , wherein said 
which is removable by 
said glass edge into 



At 



peak of said deflectable channel 
erior surface of the other of 



urniture arrangement according to 
coating is a shearable material 
said glass edge upon insertion of 
said respective fixing channel such 



that said coating conjforms to a shape of said glass. 

3**:^^6 . The Office furniture arrangement according to 
Clairrrl, wherdin said deflectable channel wall and said 
other channel Iwall are joined together by a side wall of 
said edge rail, said edge rail having undercuts formed in 
said side warn proximate a juncture defined between said 
deflectable cfhannel wall and said side wall 



The offics furniture arrangement according to 



7 . 



Claim 1, wherein said glass has a rectangular shape 



vertical edge sections and opposite 
zontal edge sections each of said 
vertical edge sectiDns being supported along a vertical 
length thereof by oae said fixing channel. 

8. In a space-dividing wall panel having a frame 
that defines a periphery of said wall panel, said frame 

ongate frame members which are joined 
an open interior region between 4aid 
wall panel further including a gjN^ss 
panel which is supported on said frame to overlie said 
open interior regioi while permitting viewing through 
said glass panel, comprising the improvement wherein said 



defined by opposite 
top and bottom hori 



being defined by el 
together to define 
frame members, said 
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further including an edge 
edge rails which said edge 



glass panel comprises a sheet of glass having glass edges 
extending about the peripnery thereof and opposite faces 
extending between said glciss edges, said glass panel 

frame comprising a plurality of 
frame is joined to said glass 
to support said glass edges, at least one of said edge 
rails including an elongate fixing channel which extends 
parallel to a respective cne of said glass edges and 
opens toward said respective glass edge to tight- 
fittingly receive said respective glass edge therein, 
each said fixing channel /including opposite channel walls 
which are spaced apart and extend generally parallel to 
said opposite glass faces wherein said channel walls have 
opposing interior wall sjirf aces which abut against said 
opposite glass faces, atj least one of said channel walls 
being deflectable upon iinsertion of said glass edge 
therein so that said glass edge is in gripping contact 
with said interior wall I surf aces , said deflectable 
channel wall including a projection proximate a distal 
end thereof wherein saiid deflectable channel wall is 
spaced from said glass /face adjacent said projection and 
is in contact with sai 
projection. 

9. The wall panfel according to Claim 8, wherein 
said projection converges to a peak which is in contact 
with said glass face, said respective glass edge being 
disposed in compression between said peak of said 
deflectable channel wall and the interior surface of the 
other of said channel walls. 



cl opposing glass face through said 



10. 



The wall par 



el according to Claim 8, wherein 
said interior wall sui faces define substantially non- 
compressible hard surfaces. 
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11, The wall panel 



at least one of said channel walls includes a coating 



thereon which said coatii 
interior wall surface. 



7<i 



according to Claim 10, wherein 



ng defines said respective 



7 



12. The wall panel, according to Claim 11, wherein 
said coating is a shear^ble material which is shearable 

insertion of said glass edge into 
said respective fixing Channel such that said coating 
conforms to a shape of ^^id glass face. 

13. The wall panel according to Claim 8, wherein 
said interior wall surface of the other of said channel 
walls is flat so as to :De in face-to-face contact with 
said respective opposinj glass face. 

14. In a spSce -dividing wall panel having a frame 
that defines a pe]'iphery of said wall panel, said wall 
panel further inclLuding a glass panel which is supported 
on said frame, colnprising the improvement wherein said 
glass panel compJises a sheet of glass having glass edges 
extending about tthe periphery thereof and opposite faces 
extending betweetx said glass edges, said glass edges 
being arranged ih substantially parallel edge pairs 
disposed on oppolsite sides of said glass, said glass 
panel further irjcluding an edge frame comprising a 
plurality of edde rails joined together which said edge 
frame is joined to said glass to support said glass 
edges, said glaiss edges of at least one of said edge 
pairs being supported within fixing channels defined 
within a corresponding pair of said edge rails, each said 
fixing channel extending parallel to a respective one of 
said glass edge 3 and opening toward said respective glass 
edge to tight- fittingly receive said respective glass 
edge therein, eich said fixing channel including opposite 
channel walls wAich are spaced apart and extend generally 
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parallel to said opposite glass faces, said channel walls 
having opposing interior wall surfaces which are normally 
spaced apart a distande less than a thickness of said 
glass wherein at leastp one of said channel walls deflects 
outwardly upon insertcLon of said respective glass edge 
within said respecti^^ fixing channel 



15. The wAll panel according to Claim 14, wherein 
said/aef lectabnfe channel wall is spaced outwardly of said 
opposing glass/ face and includes a projection which 
projects towaira said respective glass face and spans said 
space therebetween so as to contact said opposing glass 
face, said glJass edge being disposed in gripping contact 
between said Iproj ection and an opposing one of said 
interior wall surfaces. 



^16. Tlje wall panel according to Claim 14, wherein 
each said fixing channel has an interior end face against 
which said cflass edge abuts when disposed within said 
fixing chaniel, said channel end face including undercuts 
adjacent sa Ld deflectable channel wall so that the other 
of said chainel walls extends away from said channel end 
face to a hjeight which is less than a height of said 
deflectable channel wall. 



17, The wall i>anel according to Claim 14, wherein 
^ said glass has a vertical height and said fixing channels 



support said glass 
vertical height of 
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The wall 



sdges substantially along the entire 
said glass - 



panel according to Claim 14, wherein 
said edge frame includes said edge rails at a bottom and 
a top of said glass wherein said bottom and top edge 
rails are fixed to said panel frame by connector parts. 
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# 



office furnit 
office area 
furniture co 
glass panel 



in office furniture arrangement having an 
ire component which is positionable in an 

separate adjacent work areas, said office 
>onent including a furniture frame and a 
Lich is supported on said furniture frame. 



between said 
including an 
rails which 
support said 
including an 
parallel to 
opens towar* 



comprising the improvement wherein said glass panel 
comprises a sheet of glass having glass edges extending 
about the pei iphery thereof and opposite faces extending 
glass edges, said glass panel further 
edge frame comprising a plurality of edge 
said edge frame is joined to said glass to 
glass edges, at least one of said edge rails 
elongate fixing channel which extends 
a respective one of said glass edges and 
said respective glass edge to tight - 
fittingly rdceive said respective glass edge therein, 
each said ffxing channel including opposite channel walls 
which are spaced apart and extend generally parallel to 
said opposi :e glass faces wherein said channel walls have 
opposing in :erior wall surfaces which abut against said 
opposite gl iss faces, at least one of said interior wall 
surfaces further including a coatin g thereori which is ^^jj^^ 
shearable b^ said glass edge upon insertion of said glass ^^^^ 
edge into said respective fixing channel such that said 
coating conforms to a shape of said glass face and said 
glass edge is in gripping contact with said channel 
walls . 



Claim 19, wherein said 



(^0^ The office furniture arrangement according to 



coating is a powder coating, 
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The office furniture arrangement according to 



Claim 20, wherein said 



metal to define said fixing channel. 



edge rails are defined by extruded 



\) 
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Claim 19, wherein at 1 



The office fi.rniture arrangement according to 
(iast one of said channel walls is 
e and is in a deflected position 
3 received within said fixing 



\ 
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Claim 22, wherein said 



res il lent ly deflectable 
when said glass edge i; 
channel . 

The office furniture component according to 

glass has opposite vertical side 
edge sections, said gllass edges of said side edge 
sections being received within said fixing channels of 
said edge rails wherein said edge rails extend 
vertically. 
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